Cal Sailing Club

Keelboat Intro Written Test

Directions
Select the appropriate answer for each question. Closed Book - 21 questions - you must
answer at least 17 questions correctly to pass.

Test Conditions

There is a time limit of 60 minutes to complete the test This is intended to be a Closed Book
Test. You are on your honor not to consult any other sources or people while you are taking the
test.

The questions and answers will be presented in random order, not the order you see here.

Results

After you complete and submit the test, you will see whether you passed. If you passed, you
can and should review your incorrect answers. Many answers have a detailed explanation for
the correct answser. If you did not pass, you will not be able to review your answers, and you
must wait for 24 hours to retake the test.

If you pass, this will be noted in your digital white card automatically.
Questions

1. What are the colors and locations of the required running lights for a sailboat operating
under sail at night?
a. Starboard — Red, Port — Green, Stern — White
b. Starboard — Green, Port — Red, Stern — White
c. Starboard — Green, Port — Red, Stern — White, Spreader — White
d. A sailboat does not need running lights

2. When wrapping a line around a winch, in which direction do you wrap?
a. Clockwise
b. Counter-Clockwise
c. Either direction works

3. On a CSC keelboat, what item(s) must be in the cockpit when sailing?



A throwable (Type 4) PFD

An extra wearable PFD

At least one flare or other pyrotechnic distress signal
All of the above
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4. When the boat is moving, the fixed radio on a keelboat must be tuned to
a. The radio does not need to be on

b. Channel 9

c. Channel 69

d. Channel 16

e. Any operational channel

5. The line holding up the aft end of the boom is the

a. Boom halyard
b. Boom lift

c. Boom vang

d. Cunningham

6. The line that controls the position of the mainsheet block across the boat is the
a. Topping lift
b. Mainsheet
c. Traveler
d. Boom Vang

7. Which of these is required on a CSC keelboat (check all that apply)
a. Fire extinguisher

Hypothermia blanket

Paddle

Anchor

Outboard motor

Radar reflector

Bailing bucket
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8. Which of these jibs would you use in heavy winds (and is required to be carried on a
CSC keelboat)

a. Drifter
b. 140

c. 110

d. 75

9. A PFD is not required when you are sailing on a CSC keelboat and sitting in the cockpit
a. True
b. False



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

You must turn off the electrical power before you insert or remove the plug on the boat’s
AC Connector

a. True

b. False
What is the name of the line used to prevent the boat from extending out of the slip into
the finger?

a. Bowline

b. Sternline

c. Spring line

d. Stop line

What do you need to check on the anchor (check all that apply)?
a. lItis not rusted or wet
It is secured to the boat
The chain is in a position where you can grab it easily
You can get to it easily without moving things out of the way
It is secured so it won’t move when the boat heels
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A few minutes after you turn on the VHF radio on the boat, it starts beeping. What
should you do?

a. The radio is broken. You should not sail the boat.

b. The radio is broken. It's OK to sail if you have a personal VFH radio and it is
turned on while you are sailing.
Reset the radio by pressing any key.
d. It's OKto sail, but log the problem in the maintenance log for the boat.
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The boat has an adjustable backstay. How should you set it?
a. Don’t do anything. The people maintaining the boat have set it to the correct
tension.
b. Set it to the proper tension before sailing and leave it there when putting the boat
away.
c. Set it to the proper tension before sailing and detension it completely when
putting the boat away

You are going out for a sail in the middle of the day. You check the running lights, and
one of them is not working. What should you do?
a. You should not sail the boat. Log it as DNS in the maintenance log.
b. Since you are going out during the day, it's not a problem.
c. Since you are going out during the day, it's not a problem. But you should log it in
the maintenance log.

One of the jibsheets has a frayed cover where the cover is separated completely, but the
core is intact. What should you do?



a. The sheet is unusable. Replace it or replace the jib before sailing.

The cover only protects the rope from UV, so it is OK to sail, but log it in the
maintenance log.

c. Make sure that you always grab the sheet above where the core has separated
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17. What is the proper order of things to do when reefing?

a. Roll up and secure the sail with reefing ties, secure the reefing clew with the
reefing line, secure the reefing tack, lower the mainsail

b. Secure the reefing clew with the reefing line, secure the reefing tack, lower the
mainsail, roll up and secure the sail with reefing ties

c. Secure the reefing tack, lower the mainsail, secure the reefing clew with the
reefing line, roll up and secure the sail with reefing ties

d. Lower the mainsail, secure the reefing tack, secure the reefing clew with the
reefing line, roll up and secure the sail with reefing ties

18. From least urgent to most urgent, order the distress calls you may hear on Channel 16:
a. MAYDAY, SECURITE, PAN-PAN
b. SECURITE, PAN-PAN, MAYDAY
c. PAN-PAN, SECURITE, MAYDAY

19. It is OK if the fenders are slightly squeezed between the boat and the dock.
a. True
b. False

20. For a normal outboard motor start, where should the throttle be set?
a. Fully closed
b. Fully opened
c. Atthe triangle mark

21. When the outboard motor starts, what should you check for immediately?
a. A stream of water from the back of the motor, indicating that cooling water is
circulating
b. Gas is not leaking from the supply line
The kill switch has not slipped out of its slot
d. The transmission is in neutral
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